Target Audience:

First  to Third Grade

Lesson #6

Goals: The goal of this lesson is to introduce students to the concept of watershed through their understanding that “water runs down hill.”   Students will also create their own “watershed.” 

Objectives: 

Students will be able to:

· Discuss why water runs down hill. 

· State that water flows from creeks to streams to rivers to lakes to oceans, etc.

Key Vocabulary Terms: watershed

Lesson Duration: 40 minutes. 

Lesson Location: This lesson will take place both in the students’ classroom and outdoors.

Materials: 

· Lake Superior floor map

· MN map with drainage basins outlined

· Map of St. Louis River watershed

· Watershed Worksheet

Content and Methods: 

The teacher will open a discussion with students about how water moves.  Students will share their knowledge about how water moves downhill.  Students will create their own “watershed” with guided direction from the teacher.  It is Importance for students to differentiate water-basin type and size (e.g., river, stream, lake, pond, ocean, etc.).  Students will begin by drawing a lake on their watershed worksheet; each will then add other water bodies to their worksheet.  The completed sheet will have several connected bodies of water.  Class illustrations will be displayed in the classroom.

After classroom discussions and illustrations, the teacher will lead students on a hike outdoors exploring for examples of watershed drainage areas.

Evaluation: 

Students will be able to:

· Describe why water runs down hill.

· Relate the flow of water from one body of water to another.

· Describe differences between streams, rivers, lakes, oceans.
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What is a Watershed?








