Target Audience:

Third to Fifth Grade

Lesson #14

Goals: The goal of this lesson is for students to gain an historical understanding of the cultural history found in northeastern Minnesota that influenced the local watershed.

Objectives: 

Students will:

· Discuss historical contexts of people and events that shaped the Lake Superior watershed.

Key Vocabulary Terms: None  
Lesson Duration: 50 minutes. 

Lesson Location: This lesson will take part in the classroom.
Materials: 

· Descriptions of cultural impacts in the region

· Regional Maps

· Paper

· Markers

Content and Methods: 

Students will explore various relationships between cultures and the Lake Superior watershed.  They will create a list of different industries and events that have influenced today’s St. Louis River and Lake Superior watersheds.  The teacher will break students into small groups and provide each group with a sheet that provides background information on a particular culture and/or industry and/or event of the Lake Superior watershed.  Students will discuss in small groups how they can describe this group or event to the class through acting and mimicry.  Each student group will perform their act to all other groups. Then, other groups will have an opportunity to guess the topic.  Each student group will do a short presentation about their skit and also have an opportunity to field questions about their act.

Evaluation: 

Students will be able to:

· List four cultural events that assisted shaping today’s Lake Superior watershed.

· Describe a group of people and their influence on Lake Superior’s watershed.

References: 

The Great Lakes: An Environmental Atlas and Resource Book found on the Internet January 25, 2002: http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/great-lakes-atlas/glat-chap3-e.html. 
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