Target Audience:










    Kindergarten


    Lesson # 1
Goals:  The goal of this lesson is for students to understand that plants and animals use water.

Objectives: Students will be able to:

· Name three different animals that use water

· Explain how three different animals use water

· Demonstrate that living things need water to survive, and non-living things do not. 

Key Vocabulary Terms: 

· Living- anything that needs food, water, air, and space to survive.

· Non-living- anything that does not need food, water, air, or space.

Lesson Duration:  This lesson will last about thirty minutes.

Lesson Location: This lesson will take place in the Kindergarten classroom, and then we will go outside to the front yard of the school. If indoors, we will go to the lab for the activities and conclusion. 

Materials: 

· Large pictures to show how animals and plants use water.  (For example, a beaver, seal and polar bear swimming; wolf drinking; person swimming; etc.) 

· One picture of a living object or non-living object for each student.  These will be used in the activity: “Who Uses water?”

· One piece of drawing paper for each student

· Crayons or pencils

· Book:  Deer at the Brook
Content and Methods: 

Introduction

· Discuss: Where can we go to find water?  What is your favorite way to use water?

· Animals and plants also need to use water.  I am going to show you some pictures, and you can help me figure out if each one needs water.  

· A beaver:  (uses water for swimming, building its house in, transporting building material-trees),

· Wolf: (uses water for bathing, looking for fish to eat, for drinking).

· Fish: (uses water as a home and its food lives in the water).

· Hippopotamus (uses water for bathing, drinking, often hiding at the bottom of lakes)

· Continue for any other pictures

· Point out that living things need water for bathing, and drinking, finding food, and maybe even living in.  Do all things need water?  That is a tricky question.  Does a pencil need water?  Does a boot need water?

Activities:

· “Who Uses water?

· Give one picture to each student.  The picture can be of a life form that needs water, or an object that is not alive and that does not need water.  (For example, Need: shark, goldfish, frog, bear, person, turtle, seal, whale, etc; Does NOT need water: chair, pencil, paper, bike, doll, desk, book, etc.) 

· Have students sit in a circle with two shoe boxes in the middle.  One box is labeled: “I use water” and the other box is labeled “Does not use water” Have pictures of these phrases to help kids remember what each box represents.

· Each student will take a turn to place his or her picture in the appropriate box.  

· Nature Hike (weather permitting)

· Go on a hike around the schoolyard and look for living things that use water, and for objects that do not.  Have children work in groups to find three things that need water and three things that don’t. 

Or

· Window observations

· Look through windows. Have the children look for living things that are using the pond, or animals that would use it (if none are visible).

· They may draw a picture of the pond and show the animals and plants that visit this water source.

· Read the story: Deer at the Brook. 

· Talk about how the deer in the story used water.

Conclusion:

· Did you see any animals today?

· Where do you think the animals we saw could find water?

· What are some ways that animals use water?

· Do trees and plants need water?

Evaluation: 

· Objective #1 will be met when students name three different animals that use water.

· Objective #2 will be met when students explain how three different animals use water.

· Objective #3 will be met when students demonstrate that living things need water and non-living things do not.
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