
June 19 – 20th, 2012,   Flood Event 
Duluth, Minnesota  



The Storm Event  



Thompson Reservoir 
above Jay Cooke 
State Park  



Thompson Reservoir  - City of Thompson  

Photo courtesy of MN State Patrol and MN DOT 



Highway 210 West of 
the Power Canal 

Photo courtesy of MN State Patrol 
and MN DOT 



Highway 210 Entrance to Jay 
Cooke State Park  

Photo courtesy of MN State 
Patrol and MN DOT 



Tischer Creek 
Spills Out on Bike 
Trail  

Star-Tribune 
Newspaper  



Miller Creek in Lincoln Park  

Star-Tribune 
Newspaper  



Wastewater and Rainwater Flooding at 
WLSSD Main Treatment Plant  

Photo Courtesy of Joe Mayasich, WLSSD 



Overflowing Sewer Man Hole, 
WLSSD Main Treatment Plant 

Photo Courtesy of Joe 
Mayasich, WLSSD 



Turbid Lake Superior   

Star-tribune 
Newspaper 



Past Flooding in Duluth  



Miller Creek responds to an 
intense rainfall event and a 
rapidly urbanizing watershed 

Photograph courtesy of Tim Larson, Skyline 
Planning and Preservation Alliance 

 



Duluth Streets – 
August, September 
1972 Storm Events 

Photograph courtesy of Nancy Nelson, 
Skyline Planning and Preservation Alliance 



Mission Creek  



Channel Shifted, 
Eroded Left Bank  



Woody Debris Block the 
Highway 23 Bridge 

Photo Courtesy of Karl Koller, MDNR 



Channel Excavated Near Fond du 
Lac Homes, Slump on Right Bank 

Photo Courtesy of Karl Koller, MDNR 



Kingsbury Creek 



Kingsbury Creek Jumped Its 
Banks Near Highway Two  



Kingsbury Creek 
Above the Lake 
Superior Zoo 



Kingsbury Creek – Culvert and 
Railroad Bridge below Highway 23  



Miller Creek  



Bank Erosion, 
Aggradation in Lincoln Park  



Slumping Bank 
and Undermined 
Sewer Line  



Coffee Creek  



Coffee Creek Upstream of 
Trinity Road and Enger Golf 
Course. 



Coffee Creek  

Enger Golf Course – Coffee 
Creek  



Waterfront Property 
Coffee Creek 



Coffee Creek Goes 
Subterranean 



Chester Creek 



Chester Creek Park and Ski 
Area – Duluth  (6-28-12) 



Chester Creek below Skyline 
Parkway – Failure Below  

House  



Chester Creek – Looking 
Up at Chester Park Drive 



Keene Creek  





Exposed Sewer Line Downstream of 
Central Avenue   



Slump 



Lester River  



Bridge Destroyed  



Bank Failure  



Rock, Cobble and 
Sand Bar 



Amity Creek  
 



Old Bridge Abutment 



Bank Scour 
and Erosion 



Woody Debris 



Helping Private Land 
Owners  









“To plant a tree is to plant hope, 
and as an act of commemoration…”3 
 

“Planting is an act of putting  
down roots and contributing  
to the future”2 

 

“The act of planting a tree 
represents hope for the 
future—some trees live longer 
than anything else on Earth.”1 

 



Photograph courtesy of NASA Visible Earth  

“In the end, our society 
will be defined not only 
by what we create, but 
by what we refuse to 
destroy.”  
 
John C. Sawhill 
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Happy Halloween  


