Common Stormwater Pollutants

Sediment: Soil, clay, sand and gravel washed
from ditches, lawns and driveways. Sediment
reduces water clarity, mucks up our streams and
lakes, smothers habitat and carties attached
pollutants to waterways.

Nutrients and Organic Matter: Animal, yard
and garden waste, soil, and products such as
fertilizer contain nitrogen and phosphorus,
which contribute to nuisance algae growth in
rivers and lakes. Decomposing organic matter
consumes oxygen, which can harm aquatic
organisms.

Pathogens: Disease causing organisms found
in human, pet and other animal waste.

Chemicals: Herbicides, pesticides and
fertilizers from lawns and gardens, detergents
from washing our cars, heavy metals and
petroleum by-products. These toxic
substances are harmful to aquatic, terrestrial
and human life. Some stay in the environment
and cause damage for many years.

Chlorides: Road salt. Concentrations from
winter months can be very high in stormwater
runoff, which can be toxic to aquatic life.

Thermal impacts: Roads, roofs, and sidewalks
can increase the temperature of stormwater as it
runs off surfaces. Removing shoreline
vegetation also warms streams, lakes and
wetlands, stressing fish and invertebrates that are
adapted to colder temperatures.

Litter: Trash and debris often end up in streams
and lakes, diminishing their natural beauty,
degrading habitat and harming fish and wildlife.

Regional Stormwater Protection Team Members:

City of Duluth 218-730-4130
mlonsdale@ci.duluth.mn.us

City of Hermantown 218-729-3600
llander@hermantownmn.com

City of Proctor 218-624-3641
cityhall@ci.proctor.mn.us

City of Superior 715-394-0392
hancocks(@ci.superior.wi.us

Duluth Township 218-525-5705
jcook(@ci.duluth.mn.us

Fond du Lac Reservation 218-879-4593
richardgitar@fdlrez.com

Lake County, Minnesota 218-834-8321
dick.sigel@co.lake.mn.us

Minnesota Department of Transportation 218-723-4960

todd.campbell@dot.state.mn.us

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 218-733-2358
Chris.butler@pca.state.mn.us

Natural Resources Research Institute 218-720-4279
http://www.duluthstreams.org/general/contactus.html

Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO)
Minnesota 218-726-6182 jschombe@d.umn.edu

Wisconsin 715-394-8525 SOHallor(@facstaff.uwsuper.edu

St. Louis County 218-625-3830
ulringj@co.st-louis.mn.us

Sea Grant, Minnesota 218-726-8106
chagley@umn.edu

South St. Louis Co. Soil & Water Conservation District
info@southstlouisswed.org 218-723-4867

University of Minnesota Duluth 218-726-8261
cricharl(@d.umn.edu

Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 218-740-4806
joe.stepun@WLSSD.Duluth.MN.US

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
www.dnr.state.wius 715-392-7988
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not just rain!

Ever notice how fresh and clean

everything looks after a good rain?

&

All the dirt, grease, and trash
from roads and parking lots
are washed away
into the storm drain system,
which often flows directly
into our rivers and lakes.

It is a problem, and its name is:

Stormwater
Pollution






