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Stream Monitoring News 
 

 

January 2017 

Water Action Volunteers (WAV), Wisconsin’s statewide volunteer stream monitoring program includes three levels to accommodate 

the varied interests and time availability of citizens.  This newsletter provides information for participants in all three levels. 

Local Coordinators:  Who me? 
I’m looking for a “contact” in each county who is willing to 

serve as a WAV Local Coordinator.  If you do or are willing to 

do some of these things, you are (or could be) a WAV Local 

Coordinator: 

 Work with me to host introductory stream monitoring 

trainings (including setting dates, finding a location, 

recruiting volunteers) 

 Be a point of contact for new volunteers – possibly 

doing one-on-one training (if the timing or logistics is 

such that they can’t get to a training session) 

 Stay in contact with the local volunteers once they are 

trained to answer questions and give support and 

encouragement 

 Assist local volunteers with data entry 

 House and/or distribute equipment to volunteers 

In some cases Local Coordinators are involved in many more 
things (securing grants, hosting local events, etc) and in 
other cases the Local Coordinator may work with just a few 
other volunteers in that local area to be a point of contact.  
Contact Peggy if you want to be on the Local Coordinator 
email list and are not already. 

 

Level 1 Stream Monitoring Training 

Sessions: 
Several locations and dates are already set.  Find them here:  

http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/events.html#other.  

Many more will be added in the near future so check back 

often. 

 

Need Equipment? 
If you need monitoring equipment or supplies for the 2017 

season, please contact either Peggy or Ilana for a copy of 

the WAV Monitoring Equipment Request form. 

AIS Find in Dane County 
In light of a recent New Zealand mudsnail discovery in the 
Upper Sugar River Watershed, I would like to send out the 
following information. Please take some time to review the 
invasive species factsheets found here: http://
watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/methods.html . If 
you are a volunteer who monitors multiple sites, or a visitor of 
multiple streams for recreational activities, please remember 
to clean your gear (including waders, boots, or shoes) 
thoroughly between sites. If you monitor multiple sites on the 
same stream, please start at the location most upstream, and 
work your way downstream. Remember, the downstream 
current makes it relatively easy for invasive species to move 
downstream on their own, but they need to hitch a ride to 
move upstream. For gear cleaning and disinfection tips, check 
out the video on our website, titled, Disinfecting Your Gear to 
Avoid Spreading Aquatic Invasive Species: http://
watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/video.html . 
However, please note that bleach solution is not effective 
against New Zealand mudsnails. For this critter, it is 
recommended that you thoroughly clean the equipment, and 
then freeze it for eight hours, steam clean the equipment, or 
soak it in 120°F water for several minutes. If you have any 
further questions about disinfecting your gear, check out some 
of the information provided by the Department of Natural 
Resources: http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/disinfection.html  

New Monitoring Season, New Monitoring 
Data Sheet 
The Level 1 and Level 2 Multi Parameter Single Page datasheet 
has been updated for the 2017 monitoring season. The 
changes include a new section on the front of the form to 
remind volunteers that gear cleaning and disinfection is an 
essential part of stream monitoring.  
The section regarding SWIMS data entry has been moved to 
the back of the form to make room for the new question.  
If you have left over datasheets from 2015 or 2016, please 
continue to use those until you run out.  
 

http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/events.html#other
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/methods.html
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http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/video.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/video.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/disinfection.html
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Total Phosphorus Monitoring Reports 
The 2016 Total Phosphorus Monitoring Reports have been 
posted! In 2016, WAV Volunteers monitored 155 sites for TP, 
with a success rate of 97.6% Take a moment to check out the 
results of the work done by your fellow volunteers on the Level 
3 – Total Phosphorus Reports Page: http://
watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP/reportsbycounty/
index.html . To access reports, select the county in which you 
are interested. This will direct you to a new page with a list of 
available reports for the county.  
New this year is the Total Phosphorus Basin Report! These 
reports compile all of the volunteer-collected TP data for each 
Wisconsin basin. These reports can also be found on the Total 
Phosphorus Reports Page, by scrolling to the bottom of the 
page, and selecting the year associated with each basin. 
Selecting a basin name will direct you to the WDNR Watershed 
& Basins webpage for the selected basin.  

 

Apply for Total Phosphorus Monitoring in 2017 
The application to monitor Total Phosphorus in the 2017 
season has been posted! Information about TP monitoring can 
be found on the WAV website (http://
watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP.html). The application 
can be found on the 2017 Call for TP Monitoring webpage 
(http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/
TP_2017_Funding.html). The application should be completed 
electronically, using the Google form. However, if you need a 
PDF version, or hard copy of the application, please contact 
Ilana Haimes. Applications to monitor are due by Sunday, 
February 19th. 
The DNR staff biologists have come up with a new list of sites 
that need TP monitoring. The list can be found on the Total 
Phosphorus monitoring page of the WAV website. Please note 
that this is not a complete list of sites, just a guideline. You can 
use the Surface Water Data Viewer to see the selected sites. 
We urge you to apply to monitor at a DNR-selected site near 
you! 

What’s the deal with Streamflow? 
There has been some confusion lately with entering 
streamflow data into the SWIMS database. The units called 
for in the database are 10ths feet. What is a 10ths foot? The 
10ths feet unit indicates that data should be entered in 
decimal form.  
That is, if the measurement is 1 foot, 6 inches, it should be 
entered as 1.5 into the appropriate data field. If your 
measuring implement is marked in inches, please use the 
Depth Conversion Chart provided on the datasheet to 
convert to 10ths feet.  

 

 

 
Mark Your Calendars for the 2017 UW-Extension Lakes Partnership Convention and Water 
Action Volunteers Symposium! 
 
April is fast approaching, so it is time to gear up for the 2017 Lakes Partnership Convention (April 5th – April 7th) and 
Water Action Volunteers Symposium (April 6th – April 7th) at the Holiday Inn and Convention Center in Stevens Point. 
The poster session will be held in the afternoon on Thursday, April 6th. Follow this link to submit a poster to the conference: 

(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesPPV9xF5pcw-KnlvYrWgKJorG8gyKO3SxsURQc4UFbgNusQ/viewform) 
before February 23rd. Information about the conference can be found at the UW-Extension Lakes website, http://
www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/convention/2017/default.aspx, or on the Water Action Volunteers 
Symposium page, http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/Symposium/symposium.html.  

The annual Wisconsin Volunteer Stream Monitoring Awards will be presented on April 7th at the conference, an event 
you surely do not want to miss! 

http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP/reportsbycounty/index.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP/reportsbycounty/index.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP/reportsbycounty/index.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP_2017_Funding.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/level3/TP_2017_Funding.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesPPV9xF5pcw-KnlvYrWgKJorG8gyKO3SxsURQc4UFbgNusQ/viewform
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/convention/2017/default.aspx
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/UWEXLakes/Pages/programs/convention/2017/default.aspx
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/Symposium/symposium.html
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WAV Stream Monitoring Program Contacts 

Peggy Compton      Ilana Haimes 
UW-Extension      Wisconsin DNR 
608-342-1633      608-266-3599 

                 Peggy.Compton@ces.uwex.edu                       ilana.haimes@wisconsin.gov 

To be removed from this mailing list, contact Martha Martin at mlmartin3@wisc.edu or 608-262-0020. 

WAV newsletters are available online at: http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/news.htm 

                                        “Like us on Facebook!  Search for Water Action Volunteers.  

Adult Volunteers:  Bill and Lisa Keen, Verona, WI 

The Keens have been part of the WAV program since 2007 

when they began monitoring three sites in the Upper Sugar 

River Watershed, including Badger Mill Creek which flows 

through their backyard. Last year they began total 

phosphorus monitoring at their sites, and uncovered 

extremely high levels in Badger Mill Creek, which they 

shared with the surrounding municipalities, along with 

Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District.  Bill is also a 

member of Town of Verona's Natural and Recreational 

Areas Committee, which effectively gives their monitoring 

results another voice.  Lisa Keen has served in every officer 

position on the 

USRWA Board of 

Directors since 

2001 and has 

always been a 

model of 

consistency and 

dependability for 

other board 

members.  

Spotlight on 2016 Award Recipients: 
Outstanding Employee:  Patricia Cicero 

From Volunteer Stream 

Monitoring, Project RED, 

Clean Boats/Clean Waters 

programs (to name only a 

few) to her leadership roles 

at Jefferson County, Rock 

Lake Improvement 

Association, or Rock River 

Coalition, Patricia Cicero has 

dedicated her career to 

water resources.   

Patricia works at Jefferson 

County Land & Water 

Conservation Department 

and has been contributing data to the DNR through various 

monitoring programs since 2005. She has been a go-to resource 

for WAV when launching new initiatives by securing volunteers or 

monitoring herself.  Patricia has been involved in all levels of WAV 

monitoring, including attending Train the Trainer workshops, 

baseline monitoring, and phosphorus and road salt monitoring.   

2017 Wisconsin Stream Monitoring Awards:  
Who will YOU nominate for a Wisconsin Stream Monitoring Award??? Nominations 
are due March 3, 2017.   The Wisconsin Stream Monitoring Awards recognize 
individuals and groups for their exemplary work leading to increased participation in 
stream monitoring, collecting stream data, and sharing their knowledge of stream 
monitoring. Recognition categories include:  

Adult Volunteer  
Student Volunteer(s)  
Group Effort  
Teacher or Classroom  
Employee  

Look here for more information and the nomination form: http://

watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/awards/about.html 

2016 Stream Monitoring Awards 

2017 Stream 

Monitoring Awards 

mailto:Peggy.Compton@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:ilana.haimes@wisconsin.gov
mailto:mlmartin3@wisc.edu
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/news.htm
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/awards/about.html
http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/monitoring/awards/about.html

